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LAPORTE COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

I NTRODUCTION  

LaPorte County and the Cities of Michigan City and La Porte and other incorporated towns, working with 

the consulting firm Duncan Associates, in association with Rundell Ernstberger Associates and Cooper 
Consulting Company, have successfully created a comprehensive Countywide Land Development Plan to 

guide the Countyôs land development decision-making processes through the 21st Century. 

The first step of the process involved 
meeting with a wide variety of local 

officials, groups, and citizens to identify 
key issues. Extensive local surveys 

conducted by the LaPorte County Planner 

also informed the early stages of the 
process.  Identification and refinement of 

the issues involved multiple meetings with 
the Plan Steering Committee, often 

attended by a number of other interested 

citizens. The website, www.  
laportecountyplan.com, kept Plan 

committee members and the general 
public updated on the Planôs progress and 

available documents. 

The next step of the Planôs creation, 

involved collection and analysis of land 

use, utility service areas, the 
transportation network, aerial 

photography, development densities, 
farmland suitability, forested areas, 

topography, sensitive environmental areas, 

major watersheds, development trends, 
population trends, housing capacity and 

trends, public utilities, and transportation 
systems and plans. This also included an 

extensive set of maps to illustrate data 
collected and analyzed.  

Finally, strategic goals and objectives were 

developed that guided the creation of land 
development strategy areas for the 

countywide Land Development Plan. To 
support the Planôs concepts, an 

Implementation Strategies Report was 

completed to identify the short and long 
range actions necessary to implement the 

Plan.  
  Figure 1 LaPorte County 

http://www.laportecountyplan.com/
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