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LAPORTE COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN

| NTRODUCTION

LaPorte County and the Cities of Michigan City and La Porte and other incorporated towns, working with
the consulting firm Duncan Associates, in association with Rundell Ernstberger Associates and Cooper
Consulting Company, have successfully created a comprehensive @untywide Land Development Planto
gui de t h elan€develogmend decision-making processes through the 21% Century.

The first step of the process involved Michians PN -

meeting with a wide variety of local Long Besetic | » / n— . ‘
officials, groups, and citizens to identify ‘Am ’ % 2 a/
key issues. Extensive local surveys michigan ’,e 'E ‘ = R ‘z:
conducted by the LaPorte County Planner -~

also informed the early stages of the rel S/ [/ w‘ e} |
process. Identification and refinement of '@j N - ’-— Fare o

the issues involved multiple meetings with

the Plan Steering Committee, often ‘ ‘ ¢ f v

I8
attended by a number of other interested . o &
citizens. The website, WWW. - W
laportecountyplan.com, kept Plan i

committee members and the general ‘ P a s

o ~

.S

Ao )

public updated on th ; 7 oo, (ol ) A
available documents. , . " - [\ -

T

Th f F o w\ R
e next step (0] t | . Mogee ‘
v - Kingsbury -

involved collection and analysis of land Westville -
use, utility service areas, the rlg o !
transportation network, aerial e l
photography, development densities, - ' 25, “Unon Conter_ ¢~
farmland  suitability, forested areas, Kingstord

topography, sensitive environmental areas, % ‘

major watersheds, development trends, -

population trends, housing capacity and _;1 o

trends, public utilities, and transportation I~ P o
’wm

systems and plans This also included an
extensive set of maps to illustrate data

collected and analyzed. LaPorte County
Finally, strategic goals and objectives were ! [ incorporated Cies/Towns
developed that guided the creation of land / R .
development strategy areas for the _ “c""'? /\/ US Hghways
countywide Land Development Plan To Nowate /\/ State Roads

support t he Pl ancépss, anc / Rairoads
Implementation Strategies Report was wiomy ',,// !m;:a
completed to identify the short and long |~ —

range actions necessary to implement the //”

Plan. '

Figure 1 LaPorte County
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EFFECT OF ALAND DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The Countywide Land Development Plan serves to guide the land development decisions of LaPorte
County and its communities in accordance with Section 36-7-4-504 and other applicable provisions of the
Indiana Code.

The major substantive provisions of Section 36-7-4-504 read as follows:

(@) After the comprehensive plan is approved for a jurisdiction, each governmental entity
within the territorial jurisdiction where the plan is in effect shall give consideration to the
general policy and pattern of development set out in the comprehensive plan in the:

(1) Authorization, acceptance, or construction of water mains, sewers, connections,
facilities, or utilities;

(2) Authorization, construction, alteration, or abandonment of public ways, public
places, public lands, public structures, or public utilities; and

3) Adoption, amendment, or repeal of zoning ordinances, including zone maps and
PUD district ordinances (as defined in section 1503 [IC 36-7-4-1503] of this
chapter), subdivision control ordinances, historic preservation ordinances, and
other land use ordinances.

Under Indiana Code Section 36-7-4-205, the adopted Comprehensive Plan will serve as the official
planning policies for LaPorte County and the cities and towns by which it is adopted.

OVERVIEW OF THE PLAN DOCUMENT

The Countywide Land Development Plan includes the following elements:

1

An analysis of existing land use, utility service areas, the transportation network, dev elopment
densities, farmland suitability, forested areas, topography, sensitive environmental areas, major
watersheds, development trends, population and employment trends, and land absorption rates;

A regional analysis of seven subregions within LaPorte County;

Recommended goals and policies addressing the required elements of a comprehensive plan
under state law, plus others of local interest;

Recommended Land Development Strategies for Existing Urban Areas, Planned Urban Expansion
Areas, Planned Growth Areas, Planned Rural Estate Areas, Planned Rural Industrial Areas,
Traditional Agriculture Areas, Towns and Rural Villages, Airport Influence Areas, and Economic
Opportunity Areas; and,

Recommended Plan Implementation Techniques that include plan coordination, creation of an
Area Plan Commission,an Adequate Public Facilities Program,limiting Subdivisions Served by
Septic Tanks a Capacity Allocation Progam, Impact Fees, Sewer/Water Plant Investment Fees,
Land Acquisition Programs Conservation Easement Programs Capital Improvements Programs,
Priorities for Infrastructure , General Zoning Updates, Minimum Density Standards, duster Zoning,
Overlay Zones, Update or Rewrite Zoning Ordinances and Subdivision standard and specific
implementation recommendations related to the strategic planning areas.
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AN ANALYSIS OF CURRENT CONDITIONS

POPULATION

POPULATION TRENDS

LaPorte County over the past 45 years has experienced a generally slow growth pattern. In 1960, the
Census estimated there were 95,000 persons living in the County. Forty years later that number had
increased by only 15,000 people. Although there has been limited gain in population, there have been
substantial shifts in where people live within

LaPorte County. Table 1 Existing / Projected Population, La Porte County, 19601 2030
From 1960 to 1970, LaPorte County saw its Year Total P‘éﬂ‘iﬁ;‘;’” Percent Change
greatest percent and numeric increase in RO Per Decade el (PEEENE
population, with an increase in over 10,000 1960 95,111
persons and a 10.8 percent increase. Since
1970, the County has had single digit growth = 1970 105,342 10,231 10.76%
and an actual decline in population from 1980 to 2 1980 108,632 3,290 3.12%
1990. Population projections from 2000 i 2030, <
completed by the Indiana Bureau of Business 1990 107,066 -1,566 -1.44%
Research  continue to anticipate only 2000 110,106 3,040 2.84%
i ncrement al increases in {ne COun'L7y0:s po;i;uiaiiun0
(@ 4265 person increase over a thirty year 3 2010 110,875 210 0.25%
period (See Table 1). ég 2020 112,278 1,902 1.72%

& 2030 114,371 2,093 1.86%

Table 2 Population in LaPorte County by Jurisdiction, 2000 and 2005 Table 2 Population in LaPorte County by
Jurisdiction, 2000 and 2005, provides the

Place ALY A Eaileii population break down for each
Population Population . .

incorporated city and town and the

Michigan City 32,900 32,205 remainder of the County. Michigan City is

City of La Porte 21 631 21092 the largest jurisdiction with its 32,205

population comprising almost one-half of
the municipal population in the County.
Kingsford Heights 1,453 1,407 The City of La Porte is second with a
population of 21,092. From there, the third
leading municipal population contender is
Long Beach 1,559 1,554 the town of Westville with 5,219 people ;
but two-t hi rds of the townbdés p

Kingsbury 234 235

La Crosse 565 561

Michiana Shores 330 334

due to the inmate s within the state prison.
Pottawattomie Park 300 302 The remaining 7,500 people within
Trail Creek 2,296 2,205 municipal jurisdictions are spread among

the eight other small towns. Overall
Wanatah 1,013 90 population figures have either remained
Westville 5,221 5,219 stagnant or fallen within cities and towns
Total in Towns and Cities 67,502 66,104 from .2000. ! 2.005' The surprising

population issue is the percentage of
Unincorporated area 42,704 44,177 persons living within the unincorporated
Total County Population 110,206 110,281 ~ areas of LaPorte County--- 40 percent.
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Although LaPorte County experienced a 3 percent increase in population from 1990 to 2000, a number of

cities and towns within the County lost population . Figure 2 Population Change, LaPorte County, Cities &
Towns, 1990 71 2000s hows t hat L onlagtionBed Byc2A pescenp bapCuosse dropped by 17

percent; Michiana Shores decreased by 13 percent; Kingsbury fell by 11 percent; and Trail Creek dropped
by 7 percent. However, in contrast, W anatah grew by 19 percent, Pottawattomie Park increased by 7

percent and the unincorporated areas of the County grew by 12 percent.

19%

12%
7%

1% 1%

29 39
» 2% 3% %
' 17% 13%

-24%

Figure 2 Population Change, LaPorte County, Cities & Towns, 1990 i 2000

Figure 3 Population Trends in the Region, shows population trends for LaPorte County and neighboring

counties from 1970 to 2005. Lake County reached its peak population in 1970, but gradually lost

population with the loss of industry and people moving out of Gary; however, since 1990, it has seen a

mode s t increase in population. Stark Countybés growth c
not falling nor rising. I n contrast, Porter County h
regional jobs moved to suburbs and the growth of the metropolitan area made the commute to

Valparaiso seem more reasonable. However, St. Joseph County had little growth until 1990, when

population increased by 18,500 people within the decade.
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Figure 3 Population Trends in the Region, 19701 2005
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